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CULTURAL ARTS PROGRAMS
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March 23, 2012 @ 2:15 pm to 3:15 PM

	JOHNATHAN RAND
	http://americanchillers.com/index.php/school-visits

Christopher Wright is the published author of dozens of horror fiction books for children and young adults.  He writes under the pseudonyms Johnathan Rand and Christopher Knight.  Almost all of Wright's books (save American Chillers) take place in his home state of Michigan.  Some of the published credits of Johnathan Rand include Gruesome Ghouls of Grand Rapids (Michigan Chillers), North Dakota Night Dragons (American Chillers), Washington Wax Museum (American Chillers), and AuSable Alligators (Michigan Chillers).



January 19th, 2012 @ 2pm to 3 pm

	GEMINI MUSICAL CONCERT
	http://geminichildrensmusic.com/

GEMINI writes and plays acoustic music for children and families, celebrating the fun, warmth, and humor of family life. Their recordings and concerts are filled with rousing sing-alongs, folk tales, and music from around the world.

The Detroit News said of them, "If the Pied Piper had been twins, odd are he would have been Gemini." Since 1973, Gemini, Ann Arbor’s nationally-known children’s music duo, has played traditional and original folk music for well over a million children at elementary schools throughout the country. Excellent singers, the twin brothers, San and Laz, also play more than a dozen instruments — guitar, fiddle, mandolin, pennywhistle, harmonica, slide whistle, South American pan pipes, Native American flute, and percussion instruments such as the Appalachian limberjack, spoons, tambourine, African shakers, and the “bones.”

In each of their assembly concerts San and Laz play and demonstrate many unusual instruments and even bring children up on stage to play some of them. They explain the context or meaning of unfamiliar songs, and leave time for questions. Above all, the children are fully involved in the music making; on almost every song they sing along, do hand motions or learn American Sign Language.



December 1st, 2011, sessions from 9 am to 3:30 pm

	STRONGER THAN A BULLY!
	http://www.mobileedproductions.com/stronger-than-a-bully/

Bullying leads to depression, low self esteem, health problems, poor grades and even suicidal thoughts.  Bullying creates an environment where students have trouble learning, feel insecure, and dislike school. Plus studies have shown that 23 percent of students in grades 4-6 have been bullied several times and 8% are bullied weekly. Clearly this is a problem that needs to be addressed.  

The "Stronger Than A Bully!" program is based on techniques aimed at empowering the victim, this fast paced interactive school assembly program is packed with important lessons imparted through lots of audience participation, magic, ventriloquism, role playing, comedy and FUN!  

"Stronger Than A Bully" features extensive use of two acronyms designed to push important points aimed at helping students avoid becoming the victim of a bully.  

The first of these is S.M.I.L.E. which stands for: Stay cool, Make eye contact (take a positive posture), Identify the attack (verbal, physical, extorting, cyber, etc), Lead positive conversation, Erase the attack. These represent the actions for the person being bullied.  

The second acronym explains the actions a bystander should take. H.E.R.O. or - Help out (get involved), Empathize (identify with the victim), Respond with proper action and Report the incident. Open communication (talk about it with the victim).



November 14th through November 18th, 2011 sessions from 9 am to 3:30 pm

	HIGH TOUCH HIGH TECH... SCIENCE MADE FUN
	http://www.sciencemadefunoak.net/elementary.cfm

High Touch High Tech delivers in-school science workshops that transform the classroom into a Living Laboratory!  Elementary students in grades K-5 can become real scientists and learn by doing the actual experiments.  Programs are aligned with National and State Standards in Science and help build confidence for standardized  testing.  

The elementary programs develop student’s problem-solving skills as well as build self-esteem and a positive regard for learning.  Students learn best when they are involved in first-hand exploration and investigation.  High Touch High Tech programs provide students with the opportunity to interact with their peers, share ideas and contribute to inquiry based discussions that support the way in which students naturally learn.  

High Touch High Tech scientists are highly trained and create an environment of respect and integrity while encouraging students to reach their potential.  The scientists provide high quality classroom instruction and thought-provoking science experiences.  

The hands-on science experiments allow students to make direct observations and to manipulate materials and equipment.  They use materials that are concrete, safe and relevant to children’s lives.  Students can duplicate many of these experiments at home with their parents.  



Committee Co-Chairs:
	Jen Armstrong	jenarmstrong@wowway.com
	Julie Cameron	juliecameron@wowway.com
	Kandy Novotny	kandyn67@yahoo.com
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